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The Rt Hon Alok Sharma MP 
Secretary of State 
Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy 
1 Victoria Street 
London 
SW1H 0ET 

 
7th December 2020 

Dear Secretary of State 
 
On behalf of our members, I would like to thank the Government for the necessary and 
unprecedented interventions that have been implemented and utilised by music industry 
companies since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
The Incorporated Society of Musicians report The Heart of School is Missing: Music Education in 
the Covid-19 Crisis (December 2020) highlights a number of key findings which are seriously 
impacting our industry who have been affected by a substantial reduction in music-making in 
schools: 
 

• 68% of primary school and 39% of secondary school teachers stating that music provision 
is being reduced; and 

• Extra-curricular activities are no longer taking place in 72% of primary schools and 66% of 
secondary schools this academic year. 

 
UK Music’s Music by Numbers 2020 Report (November 2020), of which the Music Industries 
Association is a key partner, demonstrates that the music industry is a vital part of the British 
economy: 
 

• The UK music industry contributed £5.8 billion to the UK economy in 2019 - up 11% from 
£5.2 billion in 2018; 

• Employment in the industry hit an all-time high of 197,168 in 2019 - an increase of 3% from 
190,935 in 2018; 

• The total export revenue of the music industry was £2.9 billion in 2019 - up 9% from £2.7 
billion in 2018; and 

• In addition to the industry’s direct economic contribution, music tourism alone contributed 
£4.7 billion in terms of spending to the UK economy in 2019 - up 6% from £4.5 billion in 
2018. 

 
I would welcome the opportunity to meet and discuss with you the importance of the music industry 
and how the Music Industries Association, representing over two hundred music industry small & 
medium enterprises through to public limited companies, would like to propose appropriate support 
mechanisms for Government to consider in the post-Brexit era. 
 
Your sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
STEVEN GREENALL 
Chair of the Board of Directors 


